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Nots,
Mr, Angelo Mr, Mone¥
Mrs. Cowan Mr, Pickeriug
Mr, Davies Mr, Piesse
Mr, Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr., George Mr. Bampson
Mr. OQlbson Mr. Sceddan
Mr. Hickmott Mr. J. H. 9mith
Mr. Johnston Mr. Stubba
Mr. Latham Mr. Teesdale
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr. A. Thomseon
Mr, H. K, Maley Mr. Underwood
Sir James Miichell Mr, Mullany
{Teller.)
PAIRS,
AYES, NoR3.
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Carter
Mr. Lutey Mr. Mann

Question thus negatived.

BILL—ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT,

Returned from the Council without amend-

ment.

House adjourned at 10.19 p.m.

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, 9th October, 1928.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3v
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SINKING FUND PAY-
MENTS.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, In view of the fact that
the payments inte the sinking fund for 1920-

21 amounnted to £792,738, and for 1921.22 to .

£728,598, will he give details of the items
responsible for the reduction of the payments
for 1922-23 to £410,891% 2, Can he give
an estimate of the probable total paymenty
into the sinking fund for the current finan-
eial year?

[COUNCIL.)

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The figures stated represent the
net increase in the Sinking Fund, and not the
payments into the fund. (Sece Budget Re-
turn No. 13). The difference between the
amount of £728,5696 for 1921-22 and £410,591
for 1922.23 is due to the following:—Re-
demption of local Inscribed Stodk, 1lst Jagu-
ary, 1923, £175,707; rteduced contributions
from Revenue, £79,811; decrease in discount
on purchases of stocks for investment, less
increase in interest, £64,187; total, £317,705.
2, The payment of contributions from Re-
venue into Sinking Fund for the current finan-
cial year is estimated to be £227,057, but the
earnings of the fund cannot be stated,

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT-—DEFICIT
AND SINKING FUND PAYMENTS.

The MINISTER I'OR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.36]: With your
permission, My, President, T desire to make
an explanation learing on the answers
just given to Mr. Kirwan’s questions. There
seems to be some misunderstanding with re-
gard to the very impertant subject raised by
the hon. member in lis speech on the second
reading of the Supply Bill, and also by the
questions which he has asked to-day and
which T have just answered. The matter is
perfectly elear to me, and I hope it will be
clear to hon. members after I have made this
explanation as to the position of the sinking
fund. I think I was under some misapprehen-
sion when the hon, member spoke on the Sup-
ply Bill. T thought he was under the itnpres-
gion that the position of the deficit was in
some measure due to the sinking fund. Such
is not the case. His remarks led me to be-
lieve that he inferred that we had not paid
the statutory amount of annual contributions
inte the sinking fund for 1922-23, and that
the deficit lad been reduced accordingly.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: T never mean{ any-
thing of the kind.

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION :
That was the impression on my mind at the
time. If the Government pay the statutory
amount into the sinking fund each year, that
is all they are required to pay in cash. The
other portion of the sinking fund is made up
in various wavs, which perhaps are better
known to hon. members than to me.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The Minister cannot
be under any such inpression if he reads my
speech.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This is what the hon. member said—

The amount paid into sinking fund in
1921-22 was £728,000, and the amount in
1922-23 was £410,000. The differcnee in
the two years was £318,000, whercas the
decrease in the deficit was £327,000.

That statement conveyed to my mind that to
the extent of £327,000 the Government had not
made the full payments to the sinking fund,
and that therefore the deficit should be in-
creased by that amount,
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Hon, J. W, Kirwan: My speech certainly
does not eonvey that meaning at all

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
1t conveyed that impression ta me. The
hon. member continued—

Thus we are able to realise how the wonder-

ful decrease in the deficit has been brought

about. That reduction looks very nice on

paper, but when we examine the details, it

does net seem so rosy.
No decrease whatever in the defieit has been
brought about by such means, Although 1
aceept Mr. Kirwan’s statement, his speech at
the time certainly conveyed to my nind that
he was under the impression that the deficit
had been unduly ieduced by reason of non-
paymenis to the sinking fund. 1 wunt to
point out to the hon. member that the position
is, in fact, different from that which he laid
before the House. He evidently has based his
contention upen return No. 13 of the returns
accompanying the Budget Statement,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: | was under no
mizapprehension with regard to the matter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member conveyed to my mind that
he was under the impression that the deficit
had been unduly reduced hecause the Gov-
ernment had uwot paid into the sinking fund
the amount of cash which should have been
paid into it last year.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
ished amount.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The matter is quite easily explained. Mr.
Kirwan talked -about the reduection in the
deficit of £327,000 for which I took credit,
so far as the Government are concerned, as
being an improvement on the figures for the
previous year. Now, while the hon. member
would infer that the deficit was reduced be-
couse of payments not being made into the
sinking fund, the only possible way in which
the deficit could thus be aifected would he
in connection with eash payments by the
Treasury into the sinking fund. I want hon.
members to be clear on that point. So far as
T see, there is no relation of any value at all
between the deficit and the sinking fund.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But you paid into the
sinking fund less than the year before by
substantially the amount of this reduction.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Not at all. When T have gone into the figures
hon, members will see what was the cash paid
by the Treasury into the sinking fund, and
I say that that amount is the only possible
relation between the sinking fund and the
deficit. Anything else that affects the sink-
ing fond is a totally different thing.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Surely the decrease in
the sinking fund affects the State’s financial
position.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tha
hon. member is side-tracking the question.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Can the Minister deny
that?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Of course I do not deny it. But there are

You paid in a dimin
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reagons for the decrease which bave not been
explained by the lhon. member to the House.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: But does not that
matter affect the iinancial position seriously?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hoz, member said there was an improvement
of £327,000 last year over the preceding year,
and I said that was a splendid achievement
on the port of the Government. The hoa.
member takes exception to that statement of
wine, becanse he says that the econtributions
to the ginking fund were such as would en-
able the deficit to be reduced. I maintzin
that that is not the position at all.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: If you redneed the
deficit by ahout £328,00 and paid about
£318,000 less into the sinking fund, the dif-
ference is only £10,000,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member is quite wrong. He does not
follow me at all, Perhaps the matter is some-
what diffieult. ¢

The PRESIDEXNT: I wish to point out that
in connection with an cxtended answer to a
question whieh has been put, it will be far
better to allow the Minister to give his figures
without interruption,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: I
want ko let hon, members know what is clear
to my mind. I want to shew that so far as

the deficit is  concerned, the reduction
in  the sinking fund has litcle bearing
on the question at all. T am aware
that the reduetion in the sinking fund

has a great bearing on the finances of the
State; but, in this particular instance, it has
heen asserted that the position was not so
rosy as I said.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Burely if last year you
Ihad paid into the sinking fund the same
amount as in the preceding year, the deficit
woulll have heen so much more.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
statutory contributions by the Treasury to
the sinking fund are handed over to the Sink-
ing Fund Trustees for investment. Mr, Kir-
wan's idea was to show that the Government
had net done so well as [ suggested, and that
they should not be too jubilant over their
success.  He inferred that during 1922.23
only £410,000 was paid by the Treasury into
the sinking fund. Sueh was not the case, I
will tell hon. members what was contributed,
and also the cause which led to the sinking
fund not being 3o largely augmented during
lasat financial year as in the previous financial
year. The figures in the first column of re-
turn No. 13, to which I have already alided,
show the amount which came from the Treas-
ury. The balanee represents interest, etc.,
from contributions already invested by the
trustees. During 1921-22 the contributions
to the sinking fund, as shown in the Treas-
vrer’s Financial Statement, were £322,130,
But, in addition to the amount paid in by the
Treasury, the sinking fund makes money by
way of interest on investments, discounts on
purchages, and so forth. In 1921.1922 these
were £416,066, In the same year the fund
was reduced by redemptions, £8,600. Thus
the net increage in the ainking fund for that
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year was £728,596. For 1922-23 the contri-
butions to the sinking fund, as shown in the
Treasurer’s  Financial  Statement, were
£242,319. In that year the fund made money
by way of interest on investments, discount
on purchases, ete., amounting to £351,879, In
1922-23 the fund was reduced by redemptions
to the extent of £183,307. That amount of
£183,307 was taken from the sinking fund
to pay off loans. Therefore, the earning
eapeity of the sinking fund was also less than
it would have been if that amount had not
been withdrawn, Tt aust be elearly under-
stood that the only way in which the sinking
fund affects the deficit is by the actual
amount of cash contributed ito the fund by
the Treasury; that is, the statulory contribu-
tions to the fund which are due in cach finan-
cial year.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
whole question.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
We are not dealing with the position as it
appears to Mr. Kirwan and” Mr. Lovekin.

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that you sim-
ply make your statement.

The MINIETER FOR EDUCATION: I
will do that, Sir; but I have been inter-
rupted. as you must admit. The statutory
contributions to sinking fund were £281,060
in 192182, and £223,917 in 1922.23, or a
difference of £57,143. That is the difference
in the actual contributions in cash by the
Treasury to the sinking fund during the re-
spective years quoted. T hope that is clear.

The PRESIDENT: You are now asking
for interruptions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
decrease was due pringipally to reduced con-
tributions on account of the Goldfields Water
Scheme, £37,500, and the Great Sonthern
Railway £16,500, making a total of £54,000,
which it was not necessary to pay into the
sinking fund, as there was sufficient in the
respective sinking funds to meet obligations
at maturity.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Surely the revenue bhene-
fited by that, and the deficif was accordingly
Jess.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: In
the Budget the position was shown thus: In
1921-22 the contributions to the fund were
£322.130, and in 1922-23 they were £242,319,
or a decrease of £79,811. These figures are
as on the 31st Mareh in each year, whereas
the Budget figures are for the financial year
ending 30th June, which makes a difference.
I think that ought to be quite clear.  As
already explained, in addition to the amounts
paid by the Treasury, the fund earns money
by way of interest on investment, discount on
purchases, ete. In 1921-22 these were £416,-
066, and in 1922-23 they were £351,879, or a
decrease of £64,187. That is explained by a
return T have here showing that the discounts
in 1922 were much greater than in 1923. In
1922 Western Australian 3% per cent. stocks,
payable in 1935, were quoted at £77, and pur-
chased by the money available for sinking

That is begging the
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fund operations. In 1923, the same stock
cost £84, This explains the position. The
fund was forther reduced by redemptions
amounting in 1921-22 to £9,600, and in 1922
23 to £183,307, or an increase of £173,707.
This shows that the Government took from
the sinking fund £173,707 more in 1923 than
in 1922. T think that is whaf the hon. mem-
ber really wants to know. Ie wants to know
why that was done, and why the sinking fund
appeared so0 much less this year than last
year. 1 think the explanation 1 have given
is quite ciear. The whole difference iz aec-
counted for by deerensed contribution on ae-
count of the Coolgardie water seheme and the
Great Sonthern railway, by the redemptions,
and the lesser earning by the fund, these giv-
ing a total of £317,705, as T have already
explained. T do not know whether T have
cleared op the position. Still T have made
a clear statement showing why the sinking
fund has been reduced, and showing also the
position the Government have taken up,

Personal Ezplanation.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: May I say a few
words by way of personal explanation?

The President: Any discussion would be
out of order. The Minister has put the mat-
ter as clearly as possible, and that should be
the end of it. If the hon. member wishes to
make a brief personal explanation, I am pre-
pared to hear it.

Hon, J. W Kirwan: I thank the Minister
for his reply to my question. Furthermore,
I am quite in accord with his statement of
the financial position. He said very little
with which I was not thoroughly acquainted,
but evidently he misunderstood my contention
from beginning to end. I was looking at the
financial position, not from the point of view
of the Government, but from the point of
view of the eountry. The Minister has dis-
cussed it from the Govermment viewpoint, T
want to know was the country any better off
financially by reason of the reduction of the
deficit.

The President: I do not want you to argue
this question now.

Hon. J. W. Kirwvan: It is purely an ex-
planation, The defieit was reduced by
£327,000 last year, as compared with the pre-
vious year; but, since the sinking fund was
net increased by £317,705, as compared with
the previous year, I ask where is the ad-
vantage to the countryd There is that £10,000
advantage; but, apart from that, if the defi-
cit is reduced and the sinking fund accumu.
lations are not inereased there is no advant-
age to the financial stability of the country
a3 a whole. That was my contention through-
out.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon. J. W. Hickey (Central) on the
ground of wrgent private business.
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BILL—FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.,

Second Reading.

The MIXNISTERE FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.55] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill, largely
an amending measure, has for long bheen
requircd Iy the friendly societies of West-
ern Australia in order to fill the position
set out in the Aet of 1894 and its amend-
ments. Since that original Act became law,
several amending Acts have been passed.
In addition to the original Act itself there
is but one section of one of those amend-
ing Acts which it is now intended to amend.
If the Bill becomes law, the Act and its
amendments will be consolidated, so that the
whole of the laws relating to friendly
societies shall he under oue cover. In order
to facilitate the passage of the Bill, give
the greatest possible explanation, and allow
members to follow the amendments required
in the original Acf, T am having the original
Act and its amendments laid on the Table,
It was proposed to print them all, but that
appeared to be rather premature; it might be
costly and, moreover, I do not think it
would gi'-’e the same information to hon.
members. Consequently I have asked that
all the Aects be distributed amongst mem-
bers so that they may follow the proposed
amendments, Let me review the history of
triendly socielies in Western Australia, The
first socicty was registered in 1837, and was
known as the Sons of Australia, It has
since been dissolved. The earliest legisla-
tion was an enactment by the Legislative
Clouneil in 1863, just GO years ago., The
preamble to that Bill stated that it was
desirable to encourage friendly societies
and to alford protection to the members of
such socicties against fraud and the misap-
plication of their funds, Some of these
societies took exception to that on the
ground that nothing of the kind could occur.
At all events, the Bill was passed. It is
the duty of the Government to protect all
sections of the community, and in passing
the Bill of 1894 the Governmeni of the day
appointed a registraar. A registrar has been
in office ever since. The duties of the regis-
trar have been considerable. He has had to
make actuarial valvuations concerning the
socicties every year. This has entailed a
vast amount of worl, These valuations
have enabled societics to see at a glance
exactly where they were, and have been of
great advantage to them. Statisties have
to be kept by the Registrar of the societies'
mortality and sickness, Investigations are
made iasto the financial position of the
societies. They are safeguarded in every
way by the Government. It must he con-
ceded that the Government are doing a con-
siderable amount of work for them, work
that i3 of a valuable and laudable nature.
T understand this work is much appreciated
by the friendly societies. They realise that
the Government, in incurring this expense
in connection with their organisations, are
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assisting them, and probably putting them
on the right track when they might get on
the wrong one. In 18935, the year after the
1844 Act was passed, there were 37 .)raazhcs
of friendly soeicties in this State, a mem-
berskip of 2,587, and funds to the vahle of
£24.007, Since then considerable advances
have been made. In 1922 there were 272
branches, 20,000 members, and funds to the
value of £331,154. The growth of these
societies has been very great. I am sure
the benefits to the commonity have also
heen great by reason of these inereased
funds and this inereased membership.
Probably the membership affects very many
more peeple than those who ure designated
as members. 1f we take a family to consist
of from three to five persons we can multi-
ply the 20,000 members by from three to
five. There was an amendment to the Aet
by whieh contributions from those on active
service were for the time being held in
abeyance, That is not included in this Bill,
It was done away with by proclamation a
considerable time ago. The main provisions
of the Bill are important. Tt will be per-
missible for sociefies to include in their
obhjects the guaranteeing of the perform-
ance of dutics by officers or servants. The
continued existence of a specially author-
ised society for that purpose will be no
longer necessary. The special society has
been done away with, this having made
things easier and cheaper for the societies.
One of the most important provisions in the
Biil is the inrease in sick pay from 40s. to
G0s., and the inerease in the limit of insur-
ance from a gross sum of £100 to £300. The
latter amendment is considered necessary
on account of the increased cost of living,
and the fact that the sovereign is not worth
what it wuas in 1894. The exira £1 a week
and the extra £200 insurance are fully justi-
ficd. The trustees of societies have, under
the Aet, to sign all documents. All the
trustces have to sign the Jdocuments. This
is considered a difhieulty. In some cases
there are five trustees, and it is necessary
to get the signature of all before, for in-
stance, a document can he lodged in the
Lands Titles office. Tt is proposed to make
it possible for three trustees to effectively
sign any document. This will constitute a
great improvement, Societies will have
general power to borrow for society pur-
poses, and will be empowered to raise money
by the hypothcration of their sceurities.
This Bill will give them power to work in
any direction uf this sort that will he for
the benefit of the societies, For the pur-
pose of administration the year will be
changed from the ealendar year to the finan-
cial year ended 30th June. The reason
assigned for this is that in December the
weather is hot, and it is thought better that
the annual meetings should be held in the
cooler months. A society with consolidated
benefit funds for all its branches will, under
the Bill, be requ:red to furnish oulv one
annual return of income expendlture funds
and effects of the society and its branches,



1032

Heretofore a separate return for the society
and each of its branches has been required.
The Bill provides for the admission of mem-
bers under 21 years of age or from birth.
At present a child camnot be admitted
unless it is three years old. It is right
that a child on the day of its birth
should, through its parents, have the ad-
vantage of the operations of one of these
goecieties. The Bill perwmits any person over
the age of 18 to he cligible for the office of
chairman or viece chairman. No minor will
be able to hold any other office than these.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about the posi-
tion of secretary?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Members may eonsider this age toe young
for such an office. The societies want to be
able to train these young men to hold more
important pesitions and te carry on the bus-
iness in a proper manner. It is considered
that when they are 18 years old they have
reached the age of discretion. This amounts
to an edncational test, and probably enly a
few of the young men will be ealled upon to
fulfil these duties.

Hon. J. Dauffell: They will have. been wel
trained by that time .

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION:
‘When a youth reaches that age he should be
encouraged to take an interest in all things
that appertain to his welfare and the welfare
of his fellow beings. I do not think the age
is too young, and I regard this as a step in
the right direction. Provision has alse been
made for the formation of societies or
branches eonsisting wholly of persons under

16 years. Buch societies will be governed by
regulation,

Hon. J. Duffell: They are preparatory
societies.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :

Yes. These regulations will be such as to
guide them in the right direction, and will
see that they are conducted on right lines. If
the young members get into the work at this
age they will perhaps be more capable of
holding office later on in other socicties.

Hon. B. Boan: Is there any limit to old
age?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
These are important amendmonts which com-
mend themselves to me. The Bill makes See-
tion 10 of the Trustees Act of 1800 applicable
to the trustees of friendly societies. This
section will be incorporated in the Bill. The
seetion means that before any actual sales
of properties take place valuations must be
made by independent competent valuers, with
2 view to seeing that the loan does not excced
two-thirds of the value of the property. This
is a good innovation, and the safety margin
of one-third will be a uzeful one. T commend
this section of the Trustees Act to the notice
of members. The provision will enable socie-
ties to lend money under more advantageous
and safer conditions, The powers of trustees
in respect of securities on which they can

-pulsory.
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invest money is to he considerably enlarged.
We have the greatest confidence in these
societies. They are well governed and well
managed. This is their own wish and no
doubt will meet with the approbation of mem-
hers. There has been a difficulty about the
registration of trustees in the Titles Office.
Every deed has had to be signed by the trus-
tees, and taken hither and thither before all
the signatures could be obtained. ‘This has
involved a great amount of circumlocution
each time a registration has had to be
cffected. It is proposed to register the names
of the trustees in the office of the registrar,
and things will then go right through without
any further trouble, With regard to pay-
ments to be made on the death of children
under 10 years of age, the Bill alters the law
in such a way as to bring it into harmony
with the Commonwealth Life Assurance Act
of 1905. This has regard to payments te he
made to children from the age of one to ten.
For the first year the payment is £5; for the
secon@ £6; for the third £7; for the fourth
£8; for the fifth £9; for the sixth £10; for the
seventh £28; for the eighth £35; for the ninth
£40; and for teu years £43, This is likely to be
advantageous to the societies in this State.
There is 2 compulsory clanse compelling socie-
tics to register. There are three or four un-
registered societies at present. It seems to be
the wish of the association and these in
charge of friendly societies that all should be
registered, and the Bill will make this com-
Care has been taken in the prepara-
tion of the Bill Every clause has been
closely inquired into and earnestly thought
out, and ecomparéd with the Aect of 1894 and
its amendments.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Has it been considered
by the friendly societies and approved?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The Bill is brought down at their instigation.

Hon. J. Duffell: They are considering it
now.

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION :
I propose to give members every opportunity
to refer this Bill to the different societies in
which they are interested.

Hon. J, Duffell: That has aiready been
done,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
T am very glad to hear it. Perbaps a week
or ten days will be sufficient to enable those
interested in the matter to consider the Bill,
and bring forward any amendments that may
be desired. When the Bill has passed the
second reading T propose to adjourn the Com.
mittee stage to enable members to place their
amendments on the Notice Paper. I hope
when we do come to consider it in Committes
we shall do so more expeditionsly, in such eir-
cumstances, than would otherwise be the case.
1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell, debate ad-
journed until 23rd October.
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MOTION—WATER SUPPLY DEPART-
MENT BY-LAW.

To disallow.

Debate resumed from 4th October on the
following metion by Hon. A, Lovekin:—
That by-law 132 (4a), made under the
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, ané
Drainage Act, 1909, be and i8 hereby dis-
allowed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan—in re-
ply) [5.15]}: 1 bad arranged with the Min-
ister that as there would probably be a small
House to-day, I should not go om with the
motion. In thogse circumstances T left my
notes at home,

The Minister for Education:

good thing!
"Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Minister made
a very full reply to me, and T took the state-
ments made by him  and  placed them
side by side with items relating to the same
matters from the departmental report. I in-
tended to put the two statements before hon.
members and ask them to consider whether
the reports we receive are of any valie. T
do not think the explanation that the Min-
ister gave to the question submitted to him by
Mr., Kirwan was required in face of the
figures put before the House. There was no
necessity for any such explanation. If there
was any necessity for it, we ghould remember
that the statements which have appeared in
the reports cannot be of much value. Mem-
bers evidently cannot depend upon those re-
ports, beeause the Minister puts before us
quite different statements,

The Minister for Edueation:
correct.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: At any rate, the
Minister puts up statements that camouflage
the position as dealt with in the repert. Ex-
actly what has been done regarding the reply
to Mr, Kirwan’s question has happened in
regard to this motion. Mr. Kirwan's ques-
tion was perfzetly plain. I do not think it
was necessary to deal with the matter as the
Minister did. Tn effect he said the position
last year was that £1,000 was paid into the
sinking fund, and that there was a deficit of
£1,000, This year the deficit is still £1.000,
but £500 only kas been paid into the sinking
fund, and thus the deficit is reduced by £500.

The Minister for Education:
the position,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The financial position
in such eircumstances would not be improved.

The Ministzr for Education: Tbat is not
the position.

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: I do not see the
necessity for the Minister mentioning many
of these things that have nothing to do with
the question at all.

The Minigter for Eduecation:
everything to do with it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The same thing ap-
plies in conne¢tion with the motion.  The
Minister says we cannot afford to disallow

That is a

That is not

They have

That is not
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the regulations, because there would be a
loss. He proceeds to show, according to
figures, that there has beem a loss in con-
nection with water supply of £6,743. While
that would appear o he the position from Lhe
statistics, it is very curipus that during the
period the Labour Government were in power
the Water Supply Depariment showed profits
of £12,700, £12. 400, £14,400, £18,900, £14,900,

Hon. T. Moore: The water supply was well
tooked after nnd administered in those days,

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: I do not kpow what
was the cauge of it, but water was much
cheaper then than it is now and far better.
Then came the change of Government, and
for some reason or other the profit for the
next year was only £6,500. In the next vear
it was £3,200. From that year ouwards the
figures changed to the other side of the
ledger, and the next year showed a loss of
£1,600, then a Joss of £6,600, followed by a
loss of £3,700, and finally Jast year a loss of
£6,700. I do not know how those losses
conld have resalted, but there are the figures;
they speak for themselves. It seems rather
peculiar that big profits should be turned
into big losses, more particularly as there is
more revenue coming in now from increased
rates and there is more water sold.

Hon. F. T, 8, Willmott: It shows the dan-
ger of touching water teo much,

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: That is the present
position of the scheme,

Hon, A. T. H, Saw: Has n¢ other com-
modity gone up besides water?

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: 'What has that to do
with the question¥ Therse may be good or
bad reasons for other increases.

Hen, J. E, Dodd: In what year did the
big drop take place?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In 1916-17 after tke
new Government came into power. The Min-

ister says we cannot afford that loss, and

that Perth and the metropolitan area gener-
ally must pay for the water supplied. I
agree with that contention. Mr. Kirwan
says that charge must not become a burden
on the general taxpayer. We who reside in
the metropolitan area also agree with that
contention, hut unfortunately it does not ap-
viv all round. Tt is a matter for regret that
half the people of this State live in the metro-
politan area, but they pay two-thirds of the
taxation. When there is a loss upon some of
these comcerns, including the goldfields water
supply, the general taxpayer has to shoulder
the burden.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: The metropolitan
people send in their income tax papers, but
we in the eountry have to provide the money
to pay their taxes.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: The people in the
metropolitan area are paying a fair share of
their own taxation, in addition to the taxes
they contribute towards other schemes, I do
not mind mentioning the goldfields water sup-
ply scheme, because I know I cannot get any
support from Mr. IWirwan on that point. For
the last 12 years, however, the metropolitan
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area has been footing the bill to the extent
of £90,000 odd, representing the loss on that
goldfields water supply scheme, which has to
be borne by the general taxpayers.  Mr.
Moore spoke about the Geraldton water sup-
Ply. I notice there is a losa of £3,000 per
year under that head,

Hon. T. Moore: We have never had a water
supply scheme there.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I do not know what
scheme you have had, but the figures show
there has been a loss,

Hon, T. Moowe: The Government always
failed to provide us with a proper scheme.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I know the Govern-
ment supplied Geraldton with salt water, and
Perth has been supplied with dirty water.
The fact rcinains that a loss has been in-
curred, whether the water was salt or dirty,
and the general taxpayer has had to bear
that burden. This is only camouflage, and
enables the Government to make use of the
department as a taxation machine. They
arc doing that, just as the Minister endea-
voured to camouflage the position regarding
the deficit this afternoon.

The Minister for Education: The Govern-
ment are not good at camouflaging,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T stand solely upon
the statement made by the Minister.

Hon. A. JJ. H. Saw: Which statement?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Xot the one he made
to-day, because I do not think that state-
ment will hold water. I refer to the speecen
lie made the other day when discussing this
motion, The Minister said there were £676,-
000 worth of debentures on which 1 per cent.
sinking fund had to be paid, and by this
means the scheme would pay itself off in a1
years. In additien, there were the interest
charges to be paid. He also said that the
Bill for the metropolitan scheme wonld have
to be footed by the mctropolitan area. I am
at one with the Minister in that contention.
If we take 1 per cent. on the amounnt of de-
bentures issned, we find that it represents an
annual payment of £6,766. Interest, too, has
to he paid en what iz owed. We must re-
member, however, that some debentures, by
rcason of the payments inte the sinking fund,
have been paid off, and obviously no interest
should be paid on those amounts.

The Minister for Edueation: Yes; in this
ease. The payments are made under the
original scheme.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Does the Minister
suggest that any scheme is reasonable which
asks interest to he paid on capital which
does not exist? TIFf the Minister says that—
which is exactly what the Minister does say
—then it is camonflage to attempt to make
apparent a loss that really does not exist, It
is a fact that £288,000 worth of debentures
have been paid off by reason of the sinking
fund and other payments. There was once &
aorplus of £21,000. That money should have
been used to redeem debentures. I have neo
ohjection to that, but when those debentures
are redeemed, surely interest payments must
stop on the amounts involved. No one ean
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afford to pay interest on money from which
no henefit is derived. We had £17,671 charged
up against the scheme for sinking fund pay-
ments, whereas only £6,760 wns all that was
properly chargeable, leaving £10,000 which
the Minister now says is additional interest
on the debentures, although at the same time
we have to pay, according to the Minister, on
the total awount.

The Minister for Education: That is the
arrangement that was made in London.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: These are not Lon-
don dcbentores.  Ts it right and fair 4o
charge £10,905 interest on capital which doca
not exist, and then say that the seheme
makes a ioss? Tt would not be tolerated in
any person’s private bhusiness concerns.

The Minister for Education: 1f that were
not dene, the scheme could not pay for itself
within 41 vears.

Hon. A, LOVERIN: Of course it conld.
The Governwent have no right, after redeem-
ing £288,000 worth of debentures, to continue
eharging interest on the total amount.

The Minister for Education: That is the
actuarial payment which has to be made in
conneetion with the scheme.

Hon, A, 1JOVEKIN: T cannot nnderstand
the Minister’s statement. The payment of 3
per cont. into the sinking fund eliminated the
Coolgardie water scheme in 15 years, and
at that rate it would eliminate the one under
disecussion in ten years.

Tht Minister for Education: Not at all.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: You would practic-
ally have 4 per cent., payments.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: In any case, as liabili-
ties decrease, 50 the interest should decrease.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is so. Hon.
members ean sce how the position has been
camouflaged. The department, if they have
an accumulated profit of £21,000, take it into
their balance sheet as an asset, instead of
placing it on the other side of the ledger as
a reduction of eapital, so that the interest
payments shall he reduced. On the Min-
ister’s own showing, £10,000 is bheing paid by
this scheme as interest on capital that does
not ecxist, and the loss is £6,000. I am ask-
ing that £1,500 be wiped off water for in-
dustrial purposes.

The Minister for Education: You are mov-
ing to strike out the whole by-law,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Simply because wo
have no other means of dealing with it. If
we disallow the whole by-law, the department
can pub up a new by-law. I do not wish to
interfere with anything else. The Minister said
that even industrial water would involve a
loss of #£4,500. The departmental return
shows that the total value of industrial water
is £4,400, and reducing it 6d. per 1,000 gal-
lens will mean £1,500. That is not very
mueh, but it represents one of the little aids
te industry required in this State. Refer-
ence has been made to Vietoria’s income tax
of 6. as against ours, and their charge for
water for industrial purposes, 6d. as against
our 1s. 6d. The proposed reduction is only
£1,500 and T have shown that we have £10,000
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honestly in hand out of which we can make
this reduetion without causing any less to the
seheme,  The Minister, probably in order to
dissuade members from voting for the mo-
tign, said the loss next vear would be
£18,000. How does he arrive at that?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There has been an in-
erease of about £80,000 in the assessment
values,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. How can the
Minister contemplate such a loss unless the
department are going to manoeuvre aceounts?

Hon, 3. M. Maecfarlane: The asscssments
went up £97,000 last year and are going
strong this vear,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Quite so. The Gov-
ernment. will supply no more water, but they
will get 1s, in the pound from the increased
assessments, 1s. extra from sewerage, and 6d.
extri from storm water, due simply to the in-
creased assessments and not to any increased
work. How ecan the Government show a
loss?  Tf there is any management at
all, it wonld be impossible to show
a loss. I shall allew  the case
to rest on the points submitted by the Min-
ister. He contepds we should pay interest
on capital that does not exist, and then
claims that the scheme shows a loss, and be-
cause of that loss he is going to penalise and
hamper the little industries we are trying to
cultivate. I hope the House will agree to my
motion. As rfar back as I can remember, the
scheme has been shockingly managed. I be-
lieve Mr. Rose proposes to take a trip to Eng-
land next year. . No doubt he will find his
way to St. Paul’s Cathedral and there he will
read an inseription— *8i monumeatom re-
quirts, eirenmspice’’—whieh translated runs,
“Tf you scek his monument, look around.’’
That wns erected in honour of the archi-
tect, Sir Christopher Wren, and the same
inscription might well be written over the
waterworks department. These waterworks
were offered to the ecity for half the money
at which they were purchased by the Govern-
ment two years later. The Government paid
£400,000 odd. If we take the reports year
by year, it will be seen that thousands of
pounds have been spent on surveys in the
hills, water gangings and such like things.
Similar surveys were made in the days of
Mr. C. Y. O’Connor and Mr. Qldham, but we
gtill eontinue to make them.

Mon. .JJ. J. Holmes: And istructions are
sent to the surveyors to stay out as there is
nothing for them to do here.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: Every year the esti-
mates of this unfortunate scheme show con-
tingencies, £6,000, made up of tea money,
newspapers and periodicals, typewriters and
adding machines. The department must be
tull of adding machines by this time. I de
not know why tea money should be required.
There are quite a number of clerks to do
very little work. However, they manage, by
heok or by erook, to spend the money each
year. Mr. Macfarlane mentioned about a
Minister going into bis office at 11 am. and
finding officials, with their legs on the tables,
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reading the newspapers. If we provide news-
papers and periodicals, it is obvious that we
shonld provide time for the staff {o read and
study them.

The Minister for Education:
belicre that,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The City Couneil
would collect the water rates for a nominal
gum,

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: We have 50 odd
clerks making out rate notices, whereas an
extra line printed on the municipal and road
hoards rate notice would enable the rates to
be colleeted with small cost. Apart from the
cost of administration, the losses to the
scheme arc enormous, I notice that the de-
partment laid a pipe from the hills; it was
laid in the wrong place, and they now recom-
mend it be taken up and placed further inm-
land at a cost of £15,000.

Hon. JJ. Nicholson: That is the method by
which the profit of £12,000 was converted
into a loss nf £6,000.

Hon, A, TWQVEKIN: That £15,000 will be
added to the capital. If you wish to =ee the
monument, loock around. You see scrapped
hores staring you in the face at the Cause-
way and in Wellington-street. A bore is put
down at a cost of a few thousand pounds and
buildings are provided, and then there is nmo
further use for cither. At Osborpe Park a
couple of bores were put down, and there is
ne use for them. Pumping plants and big
pipes have been put in, and all are of no use
at all. In the park can be seen a house
erected at a cost of some thousands of pounds
for the engineer, but the engineer no longer
requires it and it is occupied hv a caretaker.
The cost, of course, is added to the price of
the water. The Premier’s latest scheme pro-
vides for a 30in. pipe from Mt, Eliza to
Fremantle through country only sparsely ae-
cupied. What for? To supply Fremantle
with six million gallons of water per day.
The total consumption at Fremantle is only
1,200,000 pallons at present and most of that
is obtained through the gaol pumps. It will
be many years before Fremantle requires six
million gallons a day from Perth, and long
before that time the 30in. pipes will be de-
eayed and gone. All this adds to the capital.
Last year we had 131% million gnllons of
storage in the metropolitan area. The Gov-
ernment seem to have lost their heads over
the shortage at North Perth last summer.
Tnstead of providing a reasomable increase of
storage, they propose thirty million gallons,
or more than double what exists to-day.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Only three days’
supply in summer time.

- Hon. A. LOVEEIN: The enormous ex-
pense involved may be warranted in 30 or
40 years’ time, but there is no reason for in-
curring such a big outlay at present and
burdening consumers with interest charges.
The trouble Jast summer was due not to lack
of storage but to inability to pump sufficient
water on a hot day. The department do not
go the right way to get water. When I first

You do not
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came to this State, everyone in the metropoli-
tan area drew his own water from his own
well. There is plenty of waier beneath Perth.
There is any quantity of first-class water
running to waste under Mt. Eliza into the
river. Go te any point on the river, scratch
away the sand for 12 inches or 18 inches and
fresh water may be obtained.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: Is it good water?

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: Yes.

Hon. A, J. H. S8aw: Have you ever heard
of bacillus coli in it?

Hon, A. LOVEKIN; If filiering is of any
value, the water emerging from Mt kliza
should he excellent, because it passes through
millions of tons of sand as fine as snuff.
In King's Park we sank & well 8ft. 6in. deep
at the oot of the mownt and erceted a pump
on it and conveyed the water to the top of
the hill. A litgle Turther aloug we tried to
drain a plot of land for a Chinese gardener
and pot down a 4in. pipe and the water has
been running thirough that pipe full bore for
over four years, winter and summer. It is
good water and anyone would be glad to have
it. The Swan Brewery, in the vicinity, gets
an unlimited supply of excellent water from
the face of the hill right under the reservoir
—7T do not know whether it contains the coli
bacilli.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: T have scen notices in
the Park warning people against drinking it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That refers to water
that comes from an exposed spring. It is
only right that we should advise people not to
drink the water that comes from springs that
run down a narrow track and to which cattle,
dogs and other pnimals have access. But
the water that comes from tbe hill, in days
gone by, was supplied to the public through
the drinking fountaing in the park; the peo-
ple often went there to drink it in preference
to that supplied in the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. M, Maefarlane: And the park
water was cool, too.

Hen, A, LOVEKIN: The Swan Brewery
has been using it for years.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: And they make beer
cut of it.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN; Good beer too.

Hon. R. J. Liynn: They cannot make beer
with the Perth water,

Hon. A. LOVERIN: There is an abundant
supply of this Leautiful water vnder the re-
servoir, and it is not necessary to employ the
services of engincers to raise it. T suppose
that is the reason why it is not used.

Hon. J. Duffell: And now it runs into the
river.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: Yes, millions of gal-
lons of it. There should never he a shortage
of water in Perth,

The Minister for Education:
you put it inta the reservoir?

FHon. A. LOVEKIN: There is a four-inch
pipe there already from which yon could
puymp a few million gallons of water daily.
You eeuld inercase the supply by providing
bigger pipes.

How would
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The PRESIDENT: 1 think the debate is
a little wide. It should be confined to the
terms of the motion.

Hon., A, LOVEKIN: 1 bave submitted
tacts to show how the metropolitan scheme
hag been loaded. If what I have described
were happening in connection with the gold-
ficlds scheme in which Mr, Kirwaa i3 inter-
csted, there would be o riot in Kalgoorlie
The people there would not tolerate it at any
price. Let me refer to another injustice. The
metropolitan scheme is called upon to pay
interest on its stores. There are  £40,000
worth of stores. What stores are they? Cer-
tainly not meters, because the report sets out
that the department &annet get sufficient
supplics. There are pipes, of course, and T
am told that there is a huge machine that
cost £3,000. This is kept in the store and the
scheme is paying interest on the purchase
price. It is taken from the store whenever it
15 desired to do any work departmentally in
the way of construeting reservoirg, and at the
present time it is being used at Mt Haw-
thorn.  The pgoldfields scheme has been
cliarged interest on stores only in the last
two years. That scheme has a pipe line of
considerably over 300 miles in length and ex-
tensive pumping machinery, and obviously it
mrst require stores more than the metropoli-
tan zeheme. I suppose the metropelitan
scheme’s stores consist of pipes which must
be eating their heads off, beeause they are
not being used and therefore are not earning
money. The report tells us that some of the
work was found to be too expcnsive to con-
tinue and therefore was stopped. The stop-
page came about when half the material was
in the ground. I suppose the other half is
still in the store. I hope T have made the
position elear to hon. members, and that they
are convinced that the scheme is not losing
money, and that my asking for a reduction
in the price of water for industrial purposes
from 1s. 6d. to a 1s. which will invelve a
sum of £1,500, is not an unreasonable request.
1 trust members will vote for the disallowance
of the reguiatiom.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 5
Majority for 9
AYES,
Hon. W. Carrell Hon, R. J. Lyon
Hon, E. H. Gray Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon, J. A. Greig Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, H, Seddon
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hoa. H. Stewart
Hon, A. Lovek!n Hon. J. Duffell
(Teller.}
NoEB.
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. F. BE. 8. Willmott
Han. T, Moore Hoo. A. Burvill
Hon., E. Rose (Teller.)

Question thus passed.
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ASSENT TO BILL,

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Registration of
Deeds Amendment RBil},

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION {Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) (5.55] in moving
the second reading said: ‘This is new legis-
Iation so far as Western Australia is con-
cerned. Perth and Fremantle, as well as
other centres, are growing in importance, and
as building operations have been aetive in re-
¢ent years, it was thought nccessary to in-
troduce legislation to control the erection of
gcaffolding, It may be argued that buildings
of a considerable height and of a substantial
charaeter have lately been erected in Perth
without mishap. We need only refer to St.
George’s House, the AP, buildings, and
the lately compleied magnificent structure,
the new General Post Office, in the erection
of which no aceident took place. That is a
matter for congratulation, but it does not
follow that because in the past no acecidents
have oceurred, they are not going to oceur in
connection with future building operations.
It is thought, ard rightly, too, that on ae-
count of the increase in the value of property,
buildings in the future will be of a greater
number of storeys than has been the case in
the past. Consequently we shall require leg-
islation of the nature now proposed. Those
who are engaged in the building industry
consider it necessary that their lives should be
protected, and that legislation should be
passed to provide for their safety, as has
been doene in the e¢ase of miners. Undoubt-
edly, building operations are at times hazard-
ous and this kind of legislation should be
weleomed, No statisties have been kept show-
ing the number of accidents that have hap-
pened in Western Australia, but turning to
Queensland, we find that out of 118 faia) ae-
cidents in 1917, no fewer than 29 were due
to falls. It would be no exaggeration to at-
tribute half of these as falls from buildings.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Do you know that
the fall was the canse of death, though?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
T have endeavoured to get all the informa-
tion I can. I do not know whether these
men fell out of trees or motor cars, but I
say that in all probability a considerable pro-
portion of the falis were from scaffolding.
It would be no exapggeration to attribute half
of these cases to falls from buildings., The
Queenslapd insurance repert states that ouc
of 7,849 elaims, 1,214, or about 16 per eent.,
were due to falls. The compensation paid on
this account amounted to £21,612 out of a
total of £111,081, In other words, mearly 20
per cent. of the whole of the compensation
paid related to claims for injuries due to
falls. Again, I say that I cannot state the
number of falls which were from scaffolding
or high buildings.
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Hon. R, J. Lynn: And you do not know
whether the men who fell were workmen.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN:
The hon, mcember may rest assured that a
number of these falls were due to some care-
lessness in conneetion with scaffolding, or in
connection with some other hazardous occu-
pation, The United States Department of
Labour consider the causes of industrial ae-
¢idents an important question. From an in-
vestigation into conditions in the State of
New York, they found that in two years the
aceidents in building and engineering trades
amounted to 28 per cent. of the accidents in
all industries. ‘Therefore, in the State of
New York 28 per cent. of the accidents arose
from falls frotn buildings, presumably.

Hon, R. J. Lynn: Presmmmably.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member can satisfy himseif on that
point. I am sure that these insurances are
not paid to "people whe have fallen in the
ecourse of motor rides. They would be paid
to people injured in the course of hazardoua
occupations. The great majority of them
must he caused by falls from seaffolding or
buildings.

Hon. H. Stewart: Perth buildings are not
like New York buildings.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Some of those men
might have fallen down a well.

The MINTSTER TFOR EDUCATION:
In the State of Wisconsin+an investigation
covering 21,374 eases of injuries revealed that
the accidents cansed by falls from scaffolding
and buildings ranked fifth in a elassification
numbering 60 causes of aceidents.

Hon. W, Carroll: Where are those figures

from?
The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
Wisconsin.

Hon. W. Carroll:
lian figures?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The hon. member must be deaf. I have quoted
Ausgtralian  figures—Queensland figures, for
instance. I do not intend to repeat them. 1
am new quoiing American figures. QOur new
General Post Office for example, should have
been guarded by a scaffolding measure. We
were fortunate in  having such competent
overscers in connection with that bailding
that ne accident oceurred. The conclusion
to be drawn from experience is that accidents
are numerous and that legislation is neces-
gary, The master builders and the architects
have been consulted regarding this Bill. There
are people who oppose the Bill. I do mnot
suppose they do it from any lack of desire to
proiect life and limb. [ presume their op-
position springs from a fear that by the en-
actment cf this legistation the cost of build-
ing may rise materially in this State. I do
not think any such result is likely to occur.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I see there is to be a
chief inspector under the measure.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
1 will eome to that in a moment,

Why not give us Anstra-
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Hon, J. J. Holmes: Another depariment,.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Without safe scaffolding, there will be danger
to the lives of peeople walking in the streets.
This Bill seeks to protest those people just
the sume as the men working on high build-
ings. The minimum height to which the Bill
-appiies is 8ft.
bated in another place, but I think the height
is reasonable, as cottages arc not likely to
come under the Bill.

Hen, B, T, Lynn:  Are cottages exempt?

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
I did¢ not say that. FEight feet from
the horizontal line is the minimum height
to which the Bill applics. Some people
wanted to make the minimum 4ft.  How-
ever, the Minister who had charge of the
Bill in another place was satisfied that 8ft.
ropresented a fair and reasonable arintmum.
Beyond 8ft. one needs good and substantial
tackle, and it is also necessary that the men
who tie the knots snd put up the scaffolding
shiall ke expericnced in the work. Tt is
very easy to tie a koot that will untie and
thus endanger life. Something should be
done to see that the men engaged in erect-
ing scaffuiding know how to tie knots.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That will necessitate
another ehief inspector.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Oh,
no!

Hon, J. J. Holmes: There will be an army
of ingpectors under the Rill.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Bill provides for a ¢hief inspector and other
inspectors, und for the right, under reserva-
tions, to those inspectors to enter on build-
ings and inspect scaffolding, It is proposed
to charge a fee for the work of inspection.
To some slight extent those fees will make
buiiding more costly, but certainly not to
any material extent. There will be no
eharge on the Government or un anybody
else. The building contractor will make
provision for the fees in hig tender price.

Flon, R. I. Lynn: Ultimately the tenant
will pay the fees.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
Probably. But I am sure the hon. member
will uot oppose the Bill, seeing that in the
industry in whieh he 13 engaged, coal
nining, everything possibie iy done to safe-
guard life and limb. The hon. member will
appreciate the applieation of that principle
to the bwilding vrade, and 1 confidently look
to him to support this measure. Seeing thas
there will be no charge on the Treasury, but
that the fees will be charged ineideutally,
and that the cost of building ¢an in the
result be imcreased but very slightly, [
confidently recomnmend the Bill to the House.
1 move—

That the Bill be mww reaa u sccongd time.
Qu-stion put and passed.

Eill read a second Liwme.

That point has been com- |

[ASSEMBLY.] .

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAL SHOW,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. BEwing—South-West) [6.11]: I move—-
That the House at its rising adjourn to
this day week.
My reasons for the motion are that Royal
Show day is important in the annals of West-
ern Australia, and that [ am loth to ask hon.
members to come back on Thursday for an
hour, as this would break the continuity of
their enjoyment.

Question put und passed.

House adjourned at 6,12 pm.

Legislative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 9th October, 1923,

PicH

1088
1039

1039

Questions : Migroats, unemployment at Narrogin
Wire petting, Federal advances
Assent to Bill ...
Motion : Kendenup Settlement, to jnquire by Royal
Commisston ...
Annual Estimates: Votes and Ttems dlscussed—
Minea Department, Councll of Industrial
Davelopment
Adjourament, speélal

1042
1062

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—MIGRANTS, UNEMPLOY-
MENT AT NARROGIN,

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Colonial Seere-
tary: 1, Has any action been taken by bis
department in regard to unemployed migranta
at Narrogin during the past three weeks? 2,
Is there a branch of the Labour Bureau at
Narrogin? 3, Are the names of all persons
looking for work at that braneh recorded?
4, If not, will he have this done in future!

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. The officer in charge of immigratien
personally interviewed immigrants who were
reported out of employment, and information
regarding situations was telegraphed fo them
by the New Settlers’ League. 2, Yes; at the
Government Land Ageney. 3, Yes. 4, An-
swered by No. 3.



